Morning Prayer for Thursday after the First Sunday after the
Epiphany
Opening Sentence
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Isaiah 60:3

The Invitatory and Psalter
V: Lord, open our lips.
R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia
The Lord has shown forth his glory; come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
The Lord has shown forth his glory; come let us adore him.

The Psalm Appointed
Psalm 18 Part I Diligam te, Domine.

1

I love you, O LORD my strength, *
O LORD my stronghold, my crag, and my haven.
2
My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, *
my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge; you are worthy of praise.
3
I will call upon the LORD, *
and so shall I be saved from my enemies.
4
The breakers of death rolled over me, *
and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid.
5
The cords of hell entangled me, *
and the snares of death were set for me.
6
I called upon the LORD in my distress *
and cried out to my God for help.
7
He heard my voice from his heavenly dwelling; *
my cry of anguish came to his ears.
8
The earth reeled and rocked; *
the roots of the mountains shook; they reeled because of his anger.
9
Smoke rose from his nostrils and a consuming fire out of his mouth; *
hot burning coals blazed forth from him.
10
He parted the heavens and came down *
with a storm cloud under his feet.
11
He mounted on cherubim and flew; *
he swooped on the wings of the wind.
12
He wrapped darkness about him; *
he made dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion.
13
From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds, *
burst hailstones and coals of fire.
14
The LORD thundered out of heaven; *
the Most High uttered his voice.
15
He loosed his arrows and scattered them; *
he hurled thunderbolts and routed them.
16
The beds of the seas were uncovered, and the foundations of the world laid bare, *
at your battle cry, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.
17
He reached down from on high and grasped me; *
he drew me out of great waters.
18
He delivered me from my strong enemies and from those who hated me; *
for they were too mighty for me.
19
They confronted me in the day of my disaster; *
but the LORD was my support.
20
He brought me out into an open place; *
he rescued me because he delighted in me.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A reading from Isaiah 41:17-29
When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with
thirst, I the LORD will answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open
rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. I will put in the wilderness the
cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive; I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane and
the pine together, so that all may see and know, all may consider and understand, that the
hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it. Set forth your case,
says the LORD; bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob. Let them bring them, and tell us
what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what they are, so that we may consider them,
and that we may know their outcome; or declare to us the things to come. Tell us what is to
come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be
afraid and terrified. You, indeed, are nothing and your work is nothing at all; whoever
chooses you is an abomination. I stirred up one from the north, and he has come, from the
rising of the sun he was summoned by name. He shall trample on rulers as on mortar, as
the potter treads clay. Who declared it from the beginning, so that we might know, and
beforehand, so that we might say, "He is right"? There was no one who declared it, none
who proclaimed, none who heard your words. I first have declared it to Zion, and I give to
Jerusalem a herald of good tidings. But when I look there is no one; among these there is
no counselor who, when I ask, gives an answer. No, they are all a delusion; their works are
nothing; their images are empty wind.
Here ends the Reading.
You are God Te Deum laudamus
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.
A reading from Ephesians 2:11-22
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by
those who are called "the circumcision"-- a physical circumcision made in the flesh by
human hands-- remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place
for God.
Here ends the Reading.
The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus
Luke 1: 68-79
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
V: The Lord be with you.
R: And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages B
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.

Collect of the Day
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Intercessions and thanksgivings offered privately or in the comments
The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for
all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you
for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means
of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout
all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

